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Section I: Request 
 
The Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering requests that all of the Emphases in the current 
Doctor of Philosophy Degree in Electrical Engineering (PhDEE) be removed.  Since Electrical Engineering 
is a discipline which is changing quickly, with new sub-disciplines added and obsoleted often, it is 
impractical to maintain a list of Emphases to which a student must be assigned.  In addition, modern study 
in this field requires a knowledge of several sub-disciplines.  The Departments is currently adequately 
preparing students with existing course offerings, and no instructional activities in the Department will be 
affected. 
 
Section II: Need 
 
The current list of emphases requires students to declare an area of study.  Many of the students are taking 
classes in several sub-disciplines, and find it difficult to determine a single emphasis to formally select.  
Also, as the faculty are added to the Department, their research interests and expertise result in changes in 
curriculum and course offerings which are not reflected in a fixed set of emphases. 
 
A review of the PhDEE programs in the State of Utah, located at the University of Utah and at Brigham 
Young University, indicate that both programs do not include formal emphases.  In addition, feedback from 
the students indicate that employers are not influenced by a formal emphasis noted on the degree, but by 
the breadth and depth of classes the student has taken, and the topic of the dissertation research. 
 
 
Section III: Institutional Impact 
 
None. 
 
Section IV: Finances 
 
No costs are anticipated by this change. 
 
 
Section V:  Program Curriculum 
 
No program curriculum will be changed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
